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This Side Up Campaign Partners with

Healthy Start Coalition of Southwest Florida

RICHMOND, Va., October 19, 2010 – The This Side Up campaign, an educational effort that reminds anyone who looks after a baby that babies are at less of a risk of Sudden Infant Death Syndrome (SIDS) if placed on their backs at nap or bed time, is spreading in Florida.

The campaign, which launched in Orange County in June 2009, is partnering with the Healthy Start Coalition of Southwest Florida to distribute more than 7,500 This Side Up onesies to the parents of newborns in Collier, Glades, Hendry and Lee counties. The onesies read “This Side Up” on the front and offer other safe-sleeping tips on the backs. 
“The message is simple, but that is what makes it so effective,” said Cathy Cortez, executive director of the Healthy Start Coalition of Southwest Florida. “The onesies are an excellent way to educate families with newborns.”

Added Kyra Oliver, whose Hayes Foundation introduced the This Side Up campaign in 2006: “We are excited to continue our growth in Florida. Our goal is to help create a world in which no parent endures the loss of a child to SIDS. We know that ongoing education will help us do that.”

Oliver started the Hayes Foundation in 2002 in honor of her son Hayes, who died of SIDS when he was 4½ months old. The foundation introduced the This Side Up campaign in 2006 and has since distributed more than 100,000 in Virginia, Tennessee, Florida, California, Texas and recently partnered with the Juvenile Products Manufacturers Association (JPMA) to promote safe-sleeping in New York, Philadelphia, Washington, D.C., and Milwaukee. 

* * *

About The Hayes Foundation/This Side Up Campaign
The Hayes Foundation is a nonprofit organization that was started in 2002 by Kyra Oliver days after her 4½-month-old son Hayes died of SIDS. The foundation, based in Richmond, Va., has raised more than $500,000 for SIDS education and research and has helped raise awareness of SIDS prevention among thousands of families. Its This Side Up campaign launched in March 2006 to educate parents and anyone who cares for a baby that the safest way for babies to sleep is on their backs and has educated more than 100,000 families in Virginia, Tennessee, Florida, California and Texas, among other locations. For more information, visit www.hayesfoundation.org and www.thissideupcampaign.org.  

About The Healthy Start Coalition of Southwest Florida
Since 1992, Healthy Start, a not-for-profit 501 (c) (3) organization, has been serving Lee, Collier, Glades and Hendry counties. Our mission is to:

· Reduce the number of infant deaths
· Reduce the number of premature or low birth babies
· Improve the health and developmental outcomes for young children
Healthy Start ensures mothers and babies have access to needed medical care and other community services to help provide their baby a Healthy Start in life. Every year we serve more than 17,000 pregnant women, young children and babies up to the age of three who are at higher risk for poor health outcomes.
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